
📘 LITERARY ANALYSIS – STUDY NOTES

1. What is Literary Analysis?
Literary analysis is the process of examining, interpreting, and evaluating a text to understand its deeper meaning. Instead of summarizing, literary analysis focuses on how and why the author uses certain techniques to create meaning, emotion, or themes.
Key questions in literary analysis:
· What message is the author trying to convey?
· How do characters, plot, or setting contribute to this message?
· Which literary devices are used and why?
· How does the structure of the text affect its impact?

2. Analyzing Poetry
Poetry uses language creatively and often relies on rhythm, imagery, and emotion.
a) Key Aspects to Analyze in Poetry
1. Structure
· Stanza form: couplet, quatrain, tercet, etc.
· Rhyme scheme: ABAB, AABB, free verse, etc.
· Meter: iambic pentameter, trochaic meter, etc.
2. Language and Sound Devices
· Alliteration – repetition of consonant sounds.
· Assonance – repetition of vowel sounds.
· Onomatopoeia – words that imitate sounds (buzz, splash).
· Repetition – for emphasis.
3. Imagery
Use of sensory details to create pictures in the reader’s mind.
4. Symbolism
Objects or ideas representing deeper meanings (a rose = love).
5. Tone and Mood
· Tone: the poet’s attitude (sad, ironic, joyful).
· Mood: the emotional feeling it creates in the reader.
6. Themes
The central ideas such as love, death, nature, identity, conflict.
b) Example
If a poem about a bird uses imagery of “open skies” and “broken wings,” the theme may relate to freedom or struggles in life.

3. Analyzing Prose (Short Stories and Novels)
Prose focuses on characters, plot, and setting. When analyzing prose, you examine how these elements work together to communicate deeper meaning.
a) Elements of Prose Analysis
1. Plot
The sequence of events:
· Exposition
· Rising action
· Climax
· Falling action
· Resolution
Analyze how conflict drives the plot.
2. Setting
Time and place of the story.
Setting can reflect themes or influence characters’ behavior.
3. Point of View
· First-person (“I”) – personal, subjective.
· Third-person limited – focuses on one character.
· Third-person omniscient – all-knowing narrator.
Point of view shapes how we understand characters and events.
4. Characterization
How the author creates characters:
· Direct characterization: author tells you the traits.
· Indirect characterization: traits shown through actions, speech, thoughts.
5. Themes
Main messages or lessons:
· Family
· Power
· Conflict
· Identity
· Growth
6. Style
Sentence structure, word choice, and tone reveal the author’s style.
b) Example
A story set in a war zone may use dark imagery, short sentences, and fearful characters to emphasize the theme of survival or loss.

4. Analyzing Drama (Plays)
Drama is written to be performed. It uses dialogue and action to tell a story.
a) Elements of Drama Analysis
1. Dialogue
Speech between characters reveals:
· Personality
· Motivations
· Conflicts
· Relationships
2. Stage Directions
These show movement, emotion, or setting. They help understand the tone and mood.
3. Acts and Scenes
Drama is divided into parts that structure the story.
4. Conflict
Central to drama:
· Person vs person
· Person vs society
· Person vs self
Conflict moves the plot forward.
5. Tragic and Comic Elements
· Tragedy: serious themes, downfall of a hero due to a flaw.
· Comedy: humorous situations, misunderstandings, happy ending.
b) Example
If a character repeatedly ignores warnings in a tragedy, this may be a tragic flaw symbolizing pride or stubbornness.

5. Literary Devices (with Examples)
Authors use devices to add depth and meaning.
a) Figurative Language
· Metaphor: comparing two things (“time is a thief”).
· Simile: comparison using “like” or “as”.
· Personification: giving human traits to non-human things.
· Hyperbole: exaggeration for effect.
b) Structural Devices
· Flashback – returning to past events.
· Foreshadowing – hints about the future.
· Irony – opposite of what is expected.
· Juxtaposition – placing two contrasting ideas together.
c) Sound Devices in Poetry
· Rhyme
· Rhythm
· Alliteration
· Repetition

6. Themes in Literature
Themes are central messages the author wants to convey.
Common themes include:
· Love and sacrifice
· Power and corruption
· Identity and self-discovery
· Justice and inequality
· Tradition vs change
· Life and death
· Human relationships
· Conflict and peace
To identify the theme:
1. Look at the conflict.
2. Observe character development.
3. Examine symbols and motifs.
4. Analyze the ending.

7. Character Development Techniques
a) Internal vs External Conflict
Characters often grow through struggles.
b) Motivation
What drives a character (fear, love, ambition).
c) Growth and Change
Dynamic characters evolve through the story.
Static characters remain the same.
d) Dialogue and Actions
These reveal personality traits and emotional states.
e) Relationships
Interactions with other characters influence growth.
f) Symbolism
Characters may symbolize ideas (e.g., innocence, corruption).

8. How to Write a Literary Analysis Paragraph
Follow the PEEL method:
· P – Point: State your argument.
· E – Evidence: Quote from the text.
· E – Explain: Show how the quote supports your point.
· L – Link: Connect to the essay’s main idea.
Example
Point: The poet uses imagery to show sadness.
Evidence: “Tears dropped like silent rain.”
Explanation: The simile compares tears to rain, creating a picture of quiet suffering.
Link: This supports the theme of emotional pain.

9. Conclusion
Literary analysis helps readers discover deeper meanings behind texts. By analyzing poetry, prose, and drama, and understanding literary devices, themes, and character development, students become more thoughtful and critical readers.
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